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Vesuvius 


















Vesuvlus seen from the west 
showïAgthe Pompeian piarn 
and the hills behind Stabiae. 
The recanstructson shows the 
great rïoud describgd by Flïny 
whsoh drifted sóurhwards 
burying the Pompeiar* plairt, 
The summit of Vesuvius ïs 
about ten kïlomeires from 
Pompeii and saven trom 
Hgfcuïaneum. 
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Left:A seefion of the volcanic 
lallout that covered Pompeii. 
The section was taKen at the 
rarge Palaestra nexi 10 ihe 
ampiiitheatre. Here the 
couering was three and a half 
metïes deep. 


Right: Map dl the Bay of 
Naples showing the taHout 
area. The darfo grey shows the 
densest area of lallout (more 
than two melies) the mid-grey. 
one lo two metres, and the 
lightest grey. hall io one 
metre. 
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Discovery and excavation 


The legend of the lost city 

As time passet! Pompeis was forgotten. In the fifth 
century Rome feil and Iraly eolljpscd into baifcarism 
and ignorance, 13ut for more than a thousand ycars the 
legend of a lost city lived on. 

In 1394 Count Muzzio Tuttavilla deridcd co bui ld 
au aqucduct ïo carry water trom the river Sarno to bis 
villa at Torre Annunziata ai che fooc of Vesuvius. As the 
work men we re digging along the Southern slopes of die 
volcano chey uncovered ruined buildings. They even 
turned up an inscripcion on which was wrieten decurio 
Pompéis . Th is inscription, which re f er red to a town 
tnuncillor (deaman) ai Pompeii, was bclicvcd to comc 
froiii a villa bclonging to Pompey the Great. The matter 
was soon forgocteru A century bier a well was bciug 
dug when Oïiee again inscripcions were brought co che 
surfacc, iiicluding onc that referred to Pompeii. Again 
noihing was done. 

Hcrculancum and Pompeii are found 

In spitc of these two discovcrics Pompeii was nüt che 
firsc of ihc buried rowiis to be excavated, In 1710 T 
thirteen kilo met res (urther up the coast al Resïna, ;t 
peasant was digging an other well in which he dis¬ 
co ve red large slabs of mar bic. A locs! n oh Ie man sceing 
the marbles realizcd at once what tliey were and boughc 
the land. Hcrculancum, onc of the buried towns had 
been discovered. A great treasure limit began. 

For ncarty forty years Herculaneum was robbed, 
lts treasures went co adorn noble houses. When this 
excavation proved difficult people reincmbered the 
other finds. On 23 March 1748 digging began ac 
Pompei!. 

For more than a hundred ycars the excavations 
proceded in a haphazard way. They depended emirely 
on che whims of che kings of Naples who changed, 
regularly as Austrïa* Spain and France vied for power in 
Italy, 

Fiorelli fakes over the excavations 

In 1860 Garibaldi United lialy and the struggle for power 
in Naples ended. Guiseppe Fiorelli was appointed 
Professor of Archaeology at Naples and look over 
conirol of the excavations. Ie was co this man more than 
any other that the scieiicific excavation of Pompei! was 
duc. 

Fiorelli deared away the mounds of earth that 
lictcred the site. These mounds had been moved 
backwards and for war ds as che excavators wanted co dig 
new areas. He deared the sireecs so chat one could sec a 
plan of the town. Hc divided the site up int o numbered 
regions. Then, using the Street plan, he numbered each 
area that was surrounded by streets calling these insutae 
(islands), These are equivalent ïo che blocks in a modern 
town. Each door way was also numbered so that every 


house and shop could he idennfied. For example, the 
house of Lucius Ceius Secundus is in regiün I, insulaé^ 
d nor way number 15. 

Fiorelli's excavation journals 

Now fqr the first time detailed accounts of the 
excavations w r cre kept. These listed the sice where an 
object was found, ics posidon within the si cc and its 
depth in the grüund. te also scated any coiiclusions that 
mighc be drawn from this r Fiorelli insis eed that 
where ver possiblc things should bc left in posicion 
within the houses. Prior co this all valuablcs had been 
removed to form great colleccions; paintings had been 
prised off walls and mosaics ripped from fioors. k is a 
great cragedy chat today so matiy of the priceless 
ircasures of Pompeii are s col en by unscriLpulous 
collectors, Somc tourists even break off pïeccs from 
objccts as souvenirs. 

Ferhaps Fiorelli is best reniembered for his pl as eer 
casts ot che dead. Many skcletons w r ere found at 
Pompeii, The fascinacing thing was not so much the 
skelecon as the imprint of the body which was shown in 
the ashes, When pcaple who were caught by the 
eruption died, the ashes and pumicc settled arouiid cheir 
bodies. Then the raïn ca me which washed more ash 
down to fill in the cracks bet ween the puniïce stünes. 
’J'hïs then hardened to scal in the bodies. In time the 
fJesh and do thing decayed and disappeared leaving only 
the bonos, but every detail of the body was imprinted in 
the ashes. Fiorelli mvented a method of casting co pies of 
the bodies by purnpïng a type of piaster into che cavity 
left by the body. This prOóeSS has si nee been used to cast 
doors, shutiers and even tree roocs. 

The process was used co fill a cavity discovered 
du ring the excavation of tbc house of Vesonius Primus. 
When the piaster cast was taken out it was found to bc a 
dog complete with cölhr (scc right). It had been 
tethered by a chain in the atrium of che house. As che 
as hes had co me in through the o peiling in the roof they 
graduaüy began co fill the room. The poor crcaturc had 
dim bed up higher and big her until his chain was 
stretch ed ca ut. Then, still struggling to get free, hc had 
boen buried alive. 

The later excavatipns 

Since Fiorelli’s time the cechnique of excavation his 
continued to improve. The buildings of Pompeii were 
gene rally crushed by the weight of the pumice and 
as hes. The tops nf those buildings which remained 
standing and protruded above ihe ashes were robbed for 
building materials by later generatiotis. One scldotti 
finds i building higher than about four metres. Many 
buildings have now been restored with reconstructed 
roofs 1 so today one ean enter a building and gec au idea 
of what st must have been likc. 





^büve;The excavations at the 
near of the house óf Marcus 
Lucrelius region 1. irtSulü 
no. 2 . The gorden is bei ng 
extavated- Severei bodies 
we re fourd her? (see p.48). 


Betow: Fiorelü's process. 
When e body is discavered 
piaster is pumped irrto the 
cavity sq Ihatlhe origlnat 
shape óf the viclim ean ba 
cast. 



8eiow:Jhe piaster cast cl the 
body shown above. Notie? ihe 
cïear impression of his 
sandals. 



Ftight: The cast of Primus’ dog 
whieb died in agony. ils head 
pulled down by the chatn with 
which itwaslethered. 



Lefi: A cepy of földing doors 
made by Fioralli's process. 
These are from the Villa oï the 
Mysteries, Wlndow shutters 
and door posts have been 
cast by this method dunng ïhe 
recent excavation of ïfte Villa 
of Poppaea at ïorre 
Amynziata. 

QvGrt&af; Ao aesïal view of ihe 
excavelkms at Pompeii. The 
picture is taken from Ihe 
soulh. Centre lelt is the forum 
and boltom right the two 
theaiïes. 
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Aerial viiéw 
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The town and its history 












j46öL/e. A reconslructed aenai 
view of Pompeii Irom the 
South. 

1 The forum 

2 The forum baths 

3 The cenirai baths 

4 The Stabran balhs 

5 The trianguisr forum 

6 The large theatfe 

7 The gladiators* barracks 
$ The Great Palaestra 


Left: The Maiïne Gate ff om 
the ourside. The passage ïö 
the left is for pedeslrians. The 
other ia ior animals and light 
vatiiclss. The incline here is 
too sleep for heavy véh icles, 


9 The amphithealre 
W Region l L imuia 6 
ff Vineyard 

i£ The Heroulaneum Gate 

13 The Vestivius Gaie 

14 The Capuan Gate 

15 The Noten Gate 

16 TheSarno Gate 

17 The Nucerian Gate 

18 The Stabran Gate 

19 The Marine Gate 


Betow left: Houses buill over 
the walls on the west side of 
the town. 

Be/ow. Tonnbs along the raad 
ouiside the Hercularaum 
Gate. 
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The forum 

The political and 
commercial centre. 

Thls picture shows the 
remains of the forum seen 
from the south-west corner. 
This was the political. 
commercial and religious 
centre of the town. The main 
temples, the government 

the business exchanges were 
grouped around it. At the 
bottom left is the entrance to 
the basilica which was a sort 
oflawoourt-cum-slock 
exchange. The line of columns 
acrossthe picture is the 
remains of the two-storey 

along three skfes of the forum. 
Merchants set up their stalls 


In the centre of the left-hand 
page is the base of the tempte 
of Jupiter and to the right of it 
is the market. The government 
buildings were at the south 
end of the forum. Vesuvius 
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The streets and water supply 
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L$ft: Lead water pipes clearly 
visible wherethe surtaoe of 
the sidewalk has worn away. 
A junction pïpe can be seen 
entaring a house, 


B&ÏQW tefl; A public founlain in 
the via delïAbbondanze 
opposile regiem ! insu/s 6. 


Aööve: The via del la Fortu na 
at its junction with Ihe via 
Stabiana, This picture shows 
clearly the stepping stones 
and Ihe deep ruts caused by 
the cartwhsels. 


Befaw.The water-distribution 
building at the Vesuvios Gate. 
Here the water from ïhe 
aqmeduc! was divlded into 
three channels. 
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People and accommodation 
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ï The lialic house wilh its 
central eftfumand rooms 
groupöd around ft 

2 The lat er Italie house wich a 
pefisiyleattached. 

A 

C Bedroom [cubicuium) 

H Garden [hortus] 

P Peristyle 
T TbMm/m 
XWing (ata) 

3 The house of a stiopkeeper 
£Shop 

4 Bêd-shting rooms buül into 
thefronioï a house.A 
stainvay leads up from the 
pavemant Individu al rooms 
can be reachad from a 
balcony running along ihe 
front of Ihe house. 


5The vast House of the Faun 
(region Vl r rrtsLr/a 12). It has 
twd atria and (wo peristyles. 
The from bedrooms have 
beentumed inio shops. 
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Construction and decoration 
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The entrance 
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AböveiA ptasier cast of a 
door with bar and prop. 

Lüiï: Reconstrueren ol a lock, 
The lock plate A ia riveted to 
the outside of the doof- The 
Iwk & and the bolt C are fixed 
to the Insida of the door. The 
boft is 5Üd along until the taeth 
of the incfc slip down Into the 
holes in Ehe bolt. Il is now 
locked. To unlock ii ïhe key D 
is inseHedthroughtbe 
L-shaped hole and used (o 
push the look up out of the 
holes in the boft . The bolt can 
be drawn back with the key. 



Beiow antirigt ?f; Piaster casts 
of döors. One shows the 
"aces of the locks and the 
oiher has large bronze studs. 



Abom: Doorway to a house 
wilb lis doofs cast in piaster 
fregion |[ p rrtsLr/e5, no. 4 ). 


Lett:ApaintJng frorn 
Boscoreale ahowing a highly 
decorated entrance to a 
house, 


Rtghf; The vesiibuivm of the 
House of the Faun siaboralely 
decorated in the first style. 
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The reception rooms 1: the atrium 




















Above: The comphjvium of 
the house of Valerius Rufus 
(region I, insula 6, no. 4). One 
can see the rainwatef spouts 
shaped lik© wolves and a Iton. 
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The kitchen and toilet 
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The dining room 
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The bedrooms 
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The garden 
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Private baths 






















The boiler room of a private bath 


At l'he and of ihe nineteenth 
cantury a private balh wi(h it$ 
boiler room Intact was 
excavated ar Boscoreale. 

Lead pipes with bronze taps 
carried the cold walerfrom ihé 
main tank to the boiler and 
othar parts ei the bath house. 
On Ihe rïght is a section 
ïhowing how the water was 
heated and ftept warm in tee 
bath. 
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The Street 
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The shops 


































































Bars and taverns 
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The bakers 













Left: A large baker s oven 
(region VI, insula 6. no. 17). 
This oven is 3.8 metres high. 
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The £ullers and launderers 



















































The public baths 2 
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The public baths 3 
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The theatre 

























The amphitheatre 
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THE ROMAN WORLD 


Pompeii 

r he violent emption ofMount Vesuvius on 2 4 August ad 79 was one of 
the greatest natural disasters of all time. Thousands of people were 
suddenly entombed in the town of Pompeii, taken by surprise as a layer 
of ash and pumice, many metres thick, rained down on top ofthem from 
the long-dormant volcano. Uncovered nearly 2000 years later, Pompeii 
gives us a fascinating record of everyday Roman life. 

In this stunning book, Peter Connolly recreates in his artwork and text every 
detail of the lives of the people of Pompeii. Their houses, shops, baths, theatres 
and more are brought vividly to life. 


'This book could profitably be taken to Pompeii as a guide and, 
failing that, is utmost as good as going there.’ 
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